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Summer Reading Kick-Off Day is Saturday, June 21. To volunteer to help out at this 
important event, please contact the Friends of the Library at friends@longhilllibrary.org 



Summer Reading Program Highlights 
 

Sat., June 21: Summer Reading Kickoff 10—2 
Wed. July 9, 4pm: Brian Richards’ Magic Show 
Thur., July 10, 4pm: Miss Spider’s Tea Party 
Tue., July 15, 7pm: How to Draw a Super Villian/Super Hero Bug 
Wed., July 23, 3:30pm: Lizard Guys (back by popular demand!) 
Tue., July 29, 7:00pm: Mr. Ray in Concert 
Thur., July 31, 4:00pm: Insects in Amber 
Wed., Aug. 6, 4:00: Good Bad Icky Slimy 
Sat., Aug. 10, 11 - 1: Petting Zoo 
 

Many more programs, including movies, crafts and more, are also 
scheduled! Register for all programs and get the summer events 
calendar when you sign up for the Summer Reading Club.  
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 Long Hill Library provides a great  
service for voracious readers. Visit our 

home page www.longhilllibrary.org   to sign up for 
NextReads , and get book recommendations and  
library events emailed to you automatically. It’s free, 
and it’s a book-lover’s dream. 
 
Trying to keep e-mail to a minimum? No problem! We 
subscribe to BookPage, a monthly newsmagazine all 
about books and authors. Pick up your copy next time 
you’re in the library!  
 
 

From the Reference Desk 
 
One of the hidden resources in our library is the collection of the Long Hill  
Township Historical Society. And a hidden gem in this Society’s collection is an 
article written by David Mitros about Dr. Lena Edwards for the Morris County 
Historical Society. In fact, Lena Edwards probably merits a book! As a black 
woman doctor Lena Edwards faced prejudice, racial discrimination, and ostra-
cism, yet she still managed to deliver over 5000 babies. She maintained, however, 
that nothing handicapped her so much as being a “woman” doctor. 
 
Lena Edwards was born in 1900 in Washington, D.C. and was the daughter of a 
prominent professor of dentistry at Howard University. In 1921 she entered  
Howard University’s Medical School and began a career in obstetrics that took 
her to Jersey City, Hereford, Texas, and Meyersville, and also brought her a con-
siderable amount of fame. During her busy life she also raised six children! 
 
In 1936 she and her husband purchased a farmhouse on Meyersville Road and she commuted from  
there to her practice in Jersey City. While living in our township she became a great patron of the Shrine of  
St. Joseph. In 1954 she gave up her Jersey City practice and moved to a mission in Hereford, Texas.  
Once there, she raised money to build a maternity hospital for migrant workers and was the only licensed 
obstetrician for fifty miles around. 
 
In 1965 she returned to her farmhouse in Meyersville only to discover that arsonists had burned it to the 
ground. Undaunted, she lived in Jersey City until her home was rebuilt and she returned to the township in 
1968. Eventually she joined the Long Hill Township Senior Citizens Club. 

Despite her advancing years, Dr. Edwards con-
tinued her charitable work,  spending 16 hours a 
week at the Veteran’s Hospital in Lyons, and 
returning every to Jersey City every Tuesday to 
work at the Salvation Army Home and Hospital 
for Unwed Mothers. 
 
Dr Edwards received many awards in her life-
time, including Woman of the Year (1954) from 
the New Jersey Chapter of the American 
Women’s Medical Association, the Edward J. Ill 
Award from the Academy of Medicine of New 
Jersey, and the Bronze Medal from the Ameri-
can Cancer Association. Her proudest moment, 
however, came when she was presented with the 
Medal of Freedom by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson on July 4th, 1964.  
 
Members of the Long Hill Township Historical  
Society are at the library to help interested  
individuals use the collection, every Wednesday  
afternoon from 1 to 3 pm. Reference Librarian  
Bob Nelson can also provide access when the  
Historical Society is not present. 

Dr. Lena Edwards in 1980 
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Audiobooks in many 
different formats 
We still buy audiobooks on 
CD, but we are now also  
purchasing audiobooks on 
Playaway. Playaways are 
small MP3 players that come 
pre-loaded with an 

audiobook. They are very portable and are a  
popular alternative to CDs. 
 
The Library also provides access to downloadable 
audiobooks, which you can download to your  
computer and then transfer to your own MP3 player. 
Stop by the library and pick up an instructional  
brochure, or go to www.listennjnw.com to try it.  
 
Get your library card online 
All residents of Long Hill Township 
are eligible for a free library card. 
You can apply online—just go to 
www.longhilllibrary.org and click 
Get a Library Card Online .   
 
Keep track of what’s due, when! 
If you want to get email notification when your li-
brary materials (and those of other family members) 
are due, may we recommend LibraryElf? This web-
site is not affiliated with our library but they provide 
a great free service. Go to www.libraryelf.com and 
when asked to choose a library, select NJ—Morris 
Automated Information Network  (our library con-
sortium.)  

Long Hill Township Library 
917 Valley Rd 
Gillette, NJ 07933 
www.longhilllibrary.org 
908-647-2088 

Postal Patron 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
LONG HILL PUBLIC LIBRARY 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
STIRLING, NJ 
PERMIT NO. 2 
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In 2007 the Long Hill Library purchased 5,279 books, 335 
audiobooks and 503 DVDs for our library patrons. The Library 
subscribes to over 160 magazines and news-
papers. Newspapers and current copies of 
magazines can be enjoyed in our cozy Read-
ing Room, and back issues of magazines may 
be checked out for 2 weeks. 
 
In 2007 the Library circulated 96,482 items, 
which ends up to be almost 11 items per citi-
zen of Long Hill. 
 
The Library has over 20 computers for public use. Last year 
almost 25,000 people used our Internet computers, and that 
doesn’t even include the many people who brought their own 
laptops and hooked into the Library’s wireless connection. 
 
Your library card is the gateway to so many wonderful re-
sources, including: getting full-text reviews from Consumer Re-
ports online, reserving a copy of the latest bestseller, checking 
out a movie or an audiobook, or helping a child with a school 
report.  
 
The library staff and I are always looking for ways that we can 
improve our service to the public, and we thank the 260 people 
who completed our recent survey. If you have any suggestions 
please stop by the library and fill out a comment form. You can 
also email your comments to me at director@longhilllibrary.org 
or call me at 908-647-2088 x6. I look forward to hearing from 
you! 
 
Mary Martin, Library Director 

Attention teens! Sign up for  
Teen Video Game Nights  
(grade 5 and up) on: 
Tuesday, July 8th, 7—8:30 pm 
Tuesday, August 5th, 7—8:30 pm 


